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MINUTES OF MIDDLEMORE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION  

DATE - 3RD MARCH 2015  - 8.00PM 

Present:  Vice chairs- Chris Wood, Christine Frost 

Secretary  - Karen Tweedale 

Treasurer - Nathan Chettle,   

Spokesperson - Tamlyn Coleman 

Apologies received from: - Chairperson Samantha Sullivan & Councillor 
Chris Long 

Also in attendance were Cllr Luke, Mr J Schut, Mr & Mrs Campbell, Mrs 
Deane 

Parking 

Update from DDC at 3.3.15 is as follows -  

- Of the 700 households letters were sent to 156 responses were 
received of which 63.8% supported parking restrictions. 

- Only 14% of the surveyed population supported parking restrictions 
and many of those who supported restrictions raised concerns about 
where people would park if restrictions were imposed.  

Another point made was that removing cars from the road would 
increase traffic speeds and that parked vehicle were actually acting as 
traffic calming on the estate.  

County Councillor Malcolm Longley is reported to have met with 
Highways. We are still awaiting feedback on this. 
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The consensus of those present is that there are still areas of the 
estate that need yellow lining in the interests of public safety, i.e. – 
dropped kerbs, disabled parking spaces corners and islands.    

Barrier at the top of Farnborough Drive / Claydon Road 

Some residents strongly believe that the barrier at the top of 
Farnborough Drive ought to be removed to enable traffic around the 
estate to be more evenly dispersed. 

DDC advise “ Farnborough drive has not been opened up to through 
traffic in order to discourage use by construction traffic to and from 
sites 7, 8 and 9.  A date for opening the gate cannot be given as it is 
not known when all the development/ construction will be completed.” 
The DDC officer contacted also felt that consequences of construction 
traffic would increase risk to residents & damage to the highway 
infrastructure, which is currently being progressed towards adoption. 

HGV’s driving through estate 

There are still lots of lorries driving through the estate trying to access 
Heartlands 

A suggestion that signage is put up at entrance to estate to indicate 
that only local traffic can enter the estate has been forwarded to the 
council – DDC officer is going to look into the possibilities of this.  NCC 
Highways will need to be consulted. 

ACTION chase 

Road Surfacing 

Response following complaints regarding the road surface on Hidcote 
Way and Claydon Road 

 - Topdressing is the finishing touch to any road construction. Unlike 
the sub base that is thick, the top surface is relatively thinner and thus 
liable to wear through quicker. Cars running on the finished surface are 
one thing but heavier vehicles grinding mud or stone into a new finish 
will take years off the roads life. Money is scarce at present both for 
NCC and DDC so topdressing, (which is not cheap), will not take place 
until there is some certainty that the   significant use of the road will be 
light traffic. 
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Residents are still very dissatisfied with the response from DDC.   One 
resident advised she has spoken with Bellway say they are going to be 
surfacing their roads in the next 6 – 8 weeks in time to offer site for 
adoption in April so there shouldn’t be any need for any construction 
traffic to use this part of the estate.  Members present advised that 
they wish for re-surfacing of roads to be pushed for as a priority.  
      

 

Middlemore mess – including rubbish, dog poo, bridleway, 
ground maintenance. 

Rubbish - Following many been complaints re rubbish, fly tipping and 
general mess – DDC have been contacted, awaiting further response.  
(These matters are all currently being chased up and have had 
responses – still not satisfactory though KT to chase again on 17.3) 

Dog pooh - A DDC officer and dog warden have visited to evidence the 
amount of dog doing being left behind and has sprayed it.  Additional 
bins have been recommended.  If there are volunteers to spray pooh 
(spray ran out quickly) DDC will provide cans, a specific area needs to 
be targeted and monitored to see if the situation improves.   

Bridleway - Steve Whelton at DDC is to investigate a solution at the 
stile that is very slippery, muddy, waterlogged and quite dangerous to 
walk through. 

Ground maintenance - Snowshill Close resident still chasing ground 
maintenance, Persimmon contacted. 

(They have now responded to email and contacted the resident– we 
await a further update)  

 

 

 

Street Lighting 

Still a number of lights not working, details to be gathered.  Some are 
historic.   TC is chasing and advised that that DDC are awaiting a 
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second quote re street light repairs.  The current contractors 
being used are Balfour Beatty.   Action chase  

Grit bin situation - Grit bin on Middleton has now been replaced. 

Buses  

There are a number of on-going complaints regarding the bus routes.  
The main complaint is regarding the fact that the buses frequently get 
stuck on Hidcote Way frequently. DDC contacted to see if the timetable 
could be adjusted to prevent this happening.  DDC officer is going to 
have discussion with the bus operators (and County Highways if 
necessary), and report back with further information. 

Historically Hidcote Way was always planned to have a bus route, 
although initially a one way circular route was envisaged. Service 
providers, having surveyed Middlemore did not feel that they could use 
Farnborough Drive and proposed a two-way bus route along Hidcote 
Way as the only viable route.   

Feedback received from residents that use the bus is that “the 
frequency is ‘just right’, it’s well used by workers, school kids, mums, 
some of our older residents rely on it to get to appointments at doctors 
in town or to link to bus routes from town centres to hospitals” 

Some residents felt that the bus does not need to be so big however 
but it was pointed out that we also need to consider that the service is 
used from Rugby to Long Bucky and visits lots of other areas before 
arriving at Middlemore. 

Comment was also made regarding that the speed the buses are 
running at.  This information will be fed back to the District Council. 

Action Contact council to clarify times, sizes and speed of buses 

 

 

 

Correspondence received & actioned since last meeting 
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- Request for feedback on parking consultation, request for more bins 
on estate, suggested pull in for bus stop which has been suggested and 
clarified previously, speed of cars exiting estate 

-   Enquiry about superfast broadband  

- Complaints about Cropredy walk sign – it has now been re-positioned, 
complaints about dog mess, complaints about rubbish 

 

Superfast Broadband 

 TC explained that current cabinets are at capacity but some work is 
scheduled end of March to increase the capacity available and BT will 
once again be able to take orders. 

Correspondence 

All present agreed that the Secretary continues to send & receive 
emails on behalf of the Residents Association.        

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme  

No response whatsoever thus far, not a single email has been received. 

To be promoted again on website and perhaps leaflet drop done if no 
response.  We could approach pub or shop and leave a collection box 
there to collate replies. 

Heartstart scheme 

KT has submitted application for part funding of a defibrillator to British 
Heart Foundation.   We are awaiting outcome 

Any other business 

Dangerous footpath surface on Hidcote Way– causing trip hazard.  This 
needs to be sorted as a priority.  Cllr Luke said that she would be happy 
to visit the development to look at complaint re pathways concerned 
and take photographic evidence. 

Footpath linking Hanbury close to Middleton Rd that suddenly stops -  
KT advised that the council have previously advised the path finishes 
and doesn’t meet road as it is a dangerous place to cross.  One of the 
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residents has suggested that the pathway curve around the corner 
towards the flats as the grass verge is used as a cut through in the 
main anyway 

Footpath to pub car park –chase DDC 

	  

	  


